


“The kitchen needed a better layout and flow,
and the homeowners wanted a contemporary,
clean-lined design with elements of nature,”
said Boldea.

IT°S ALL IN THE PROJECT DETAILS

‘The designer’s main goal was to install a bi-fold
window that opens and connects the kitchen to the
sunroom, which accomplished two things. One,
it allows the homeowners to cook while interact-
ing with guests on the patio and pass appetizers
and cockeails to them from the kitchen. Two, the
indoor-outdoor kitchen provides more entertain-
ing space and connects to the backyard garden.

At the onset of the project, the wife had a gray
shade in mind for the cabinet color, but the de-
signer suggested instead a darker green/black hue.
Since her client is an art teacher, Boldea wanted
her to go bolder with a more black-and-white
vibe with organic texture. The 4-in. by 4-in. glossy
white backsplash adds this, and quartz counter-
tops with a thickervein round out the neutral color
palette. Two angled power strips on either side of
the range allow for a seamless backsplash.

The designer balanced the black-and-white
kitchen with some warm wood elements, includ-
ing shelves the husband made and refinished and
a piece of barnwood the wife acquired from a fam-
ily friend’s farmhouse to adorn the hood. Boldea
replaced the previous tile floor with oak to match
the rest of the home.
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Because
the wife wanted to keep her
pantry in the new kitchen, the
designer did not have enough
space to accommedate an
island, so instead she installed
a peninsula with room for
three seats so the family can
enjoy meals together.

Boldea made smart choices
to maximize storage and
countertop space, including
changing the refrigerator
location, which allowed herto
create alarger and longer pen-
insula. An appliance garage
hides everyday items when
notin use, which eliminates
clutter and allows for more
countertop space.

The custom cabinets from local shop MKE
Cabinetry feature slab doors with discreet hard-
ware, and the designer explained that flush crown
molding makes the cabinets appear inset, keeping
their lines simple. There is a combination of dark
lower units and white uppers, and expanding the
peninsula gave the homeowners an additional
base cabinet. An appliance garage with a told-up
doorwas installed to hide smaller items when not
in use. Boldea chose a workstation sink because
she says they are perfect for a smaller kitchen.

“The workspace is multiplied by using the slid-
ing platforms that hold cutting boards and colan-
ders,” she added. “You can chop, rinse, dry dishes,

hold hot dishes and clean up more efficiently.”

OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
AND LEARNING LESSONS
One hurdle Boldea had to tackle during the
project was to create a seamless countertop from
inside the kitchen to outside the window. She
was originally going to install one slab with the
window placed in the middle but realized that in
the winter, the countertop outside would transfer
the cold to the inside. She ended up using two
pieces — one for inside and one for out — that are
seamed and disguised under the window. Itwasa
bit of a challenge to coordinate the installation of
the two countertops with the window, but it was
worth itin the end.

When asked if she would do anything ditfer-
ently if she had the chance to revisit this project,

Boldea said she might try and talk the wife out of

keeping the pantry. Thatway she could add more
cabinets and maybe an island instead of the pen-
insula, but she did admit that the pantry serves its
purpose well. Because the pass-through window
was a major investment, the designer and her cli-
ents had to decide where to cut back elsewhere,
and preserving the pantry helped keep the budget
in check. L]
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The main goal in this
kitchen renovation wasto
open it up to the screened-in
porch. A large bi-fold window
achisved this and allows the
homeowners to interact with
gussts on the perch while
cooking in the kitchen.




